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WELCOME TO THE GOODWILL MICROENTERPRISE PROJECT

What are microenterprises? Microenterprises are generally considered to be any type of small business that has
fewer than 5 employees. Microenterprises typically do not meet the credit and/or collateral requirements
necessary to access conventional financial services. This could be due to business type, a short length of time
in business, or an insufficient credit history.

The Southwest Florida MicroEnterprise Project supports Goodwill’s mission of helping people become more
self-sufficient. This program assists aspiring entrepreneurs who have a low-to-moderate income level or are
disadvantaged (including those who are unemployed or under-employed) and who live in Lee, Collier,
Charlotte, Hendry, and Glade counties.

Applicants will submit a proposal, and if accepted into the program, will undergo a mandatory 12-module
business and management training course, and will work with mentors who are successful business

persons. Upon successful completion of the training, and approval of their business plan, graduates of the
MircoEnterprise Project will be considered for financing. The Mentor/Coach relationship will continue as the
graduate progresses in building his/her own business.

The process will require the following:

1. Completion of the preliminary application, located at www.goodwillswfl.org

2. After review and acceptance, applicants will be sent a comprehensive formal application that will
require more information on the applicant’s idea, marketing plan, accomplishments to-date, and
business resources.

3. After review of the formal application, selected applicants will share their proposal with a committee,
explaining the proposal in detail.

4. The committee will then select program participants, and notify applicants as to whether or not they
have been accepted. For those not accepted into the Southwest Florida MicroEnterprise Project,
suggestions will be provided for future consideration.

5. Participants will be required to provide a $50.00 administrative fee. After payment they will receive the
mandatory training schedule and training materials.

6. After successful completion of all 12 training modules and approval of their business plan, a credit
application will be provided to program graduates
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