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Our Mission: Committed to serving people with disabilities and

disadvantages by offering life-changing opportunities to achieve
independence.

Meet one of our Breakthrough Winners
 

Breakthrough Achiever of the Year
Cheryl Fischer

Cheryl Fischer started her journey with Goodwill
as a student in High School High Tech - a career
exploration & enrichment program for students
with disabilities.

“She recognized that as soon as she joined High
School High Tech that anytime there was job
shadowing, mentoring, job shadowing, she was all
in, explains Angela Hemstreet, Goodwill’s Director
of Employment Services. “If we had workshops in
making a good first impression, or a resume
workshop, she was there. She just really
participated in High School High Tech big time,
and that moved her on to summer experiences.
She didn’t stop learning in the summer, she joined
Youth Leadership Forum, went to Tallahassee
twice, and really learned a lot of leadership. She’s
a natural leader.”

Cheryl may have been introduced to Leadership
through High School High Tech, but it was her
natural leadership abilities (and a love for learning
new things), that made her want to explore more.
She jumped at an opportunity to do On-The-Job
Training at the Goodwill near her home, and was
so successful at it, that by the time she was 17,
she was offered a job as a processor.

“I really liked sorting the clothing,” giggles
Cheryl. “My strength is my speed and how
efficiently I get things done. Yeah, it was an

position, she has totally reinvented the whole
textile process to improve efficiency.
“To make things easier, I’ve started a better
system to get things out, and now that’s working
much better. It’s less stressful,” explains Cheryl.

“I saw a potential in her. She took a leadership
role with the textile team, and she just continued to
grow from there,” says John Monahan, Cheryl’s
Store Manager. “She now leads five other people
to get the job done, and it shows in our numbers.
All her departments are up over 60%. So they are
doing something right and it’s because of her
leadership.”

“I really like working with my team. It’s like we are
a family here,” says Cheryl.

“I’m just impressed. I’m proud of her, “Angela
exclaims. “We like to see this. That somebody
takes part in a program and then moves on to
really have success at their job.”
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exciting experience learning new things and such.”

By the time Cheryl finished High School, she was
offered a full-time position at Goodwill. Now, five
years later, not only has she excelled in her

Cheryl’s success has come through hard work and
dedication to her team. She says working for
Goodwill is great because she enjoys being part of
an organization that helps the community. 

Mission Moments
Inaugural Pathways to Opportunity

Summer Nights of Opportunity Fashion and Talent Show

Goodwill Industries of Southwest
Florida (SWFL) invites spectators to
the inaugural Pathways to
Opportunity's Summer Nights of
Opportunity Fashion and Talent Show
at the Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center
on Saturday, July 22nd from 6 p.m. to
9 p.m.

Goodwill SWFL's Pathways to
Opportunity Program is an adult
training program for individuals with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities. The five-day-a-week
program features classes focused on
breaking limitations by teaching crucial
life skills such as financial literacy,
digital skills, self-advocacy, cooking,
navigating public transit, and more
while having fun!

About 40 participants will be involved
in the event, making up five classes.
Each class receives $100 to select and
purchase merchandise from Goodwill
in order to dress themselves, or their
models for the runway.

“Our participants are excited to share their talents with you at our Fashion and Talent Showcase,”
states Goodwill Event Coordinator, Rachel Stanborough. “Don't miss your opportunity to see
them strut their stuff on a runway, or blow you away with their amazing talents!”

All proceeds will benefit the PTO program and participants. Sponsorship packages are available.
To purchase your ticket to our Summer Nights of Opportunity Fashion and Talent Show, visit
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/ptosummernights or email info@goodwillswfl.org.

 

To check your eligibility and learn
more about applying for the ACP,

Affordable Connectivity (ACP) Outreach

Did you know that you or your family can save
$30/month on your internet bill through the
Affordable Connectivity Program, a federal benefit to
lower the cost of high-speed internet? 

The ACP is a federal benefit to help lower the cost of
high-speed internet for families here in Southwest
Florida and across the country. If you or a family
member participate in programs like Medicaid or
federal Pell Grants, your household likely already
qualifies for the ACP! In addition to a discount of
$30/month on your internet, eligible households can
also receive a one-time discount of up to $100 to
purchase a laptop, desktop computer, or tablet from

https://www.eventcreate.com/e/ptosummernights


visit one of the eight Goodwill
Community Resource Centers in
SWFL. Call (239) 995-2106 Ext.
2226 to get started.

It’s on all of us to share information
about programs like the ACP, help
people sign up, and ensure that
everyone has access to affordable
internet. 

participating providers.

Signing up for ACP is simple: you can visit any of the
eight Goodwill Community Resource Centers (CRC)
in Southwest Florida to see if you’re eligible. Our
trained Digital Navigators will assist with the online
application. Once you are approved, you can apply
your benefit to the internet plan of your choice.

Financial Literacy Class

We had representatives from TD Bank as guest instructors at our Lehigh CRC on July 11th to do
a workshop for our level I and II ESL (English as a Second Language) classes. They were
teaching banking terms using role play and interactive instruction.

To get assistance at a Goodwill Community Resource Center, visit https://goodwillswfl.org/CRCLocations

https://goodwillswfl.org/crc-locations
https://goodwillswfl.org/CRCLocations


Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida is committed
to serving people with disabilities and disadvantages

by offering life-changing opportunities to achieve
independence.

DONATE HERE TO SUPPORT OUR MISSION

Our Lehigh Goodwill Community Resource Center is hosting a Back-to-School event for the
Lehigh Acres community on Friday, August 4th from 10 am - 2 pm. Contact the Lehigh CRC to
get registered in advance at (239) 369-4774.

 
Goodwill SWFL Promotions & Awards

 
Carolyn Johnson, Sr. Vice President of Mission Services and
Development, was promoted to the position of Chief Mission
& Development Officer for the organization. Carolyn will
continue to oversee Goodwill Southwest Florida’s programs
and services throughout its five-county territory as well as its

https://donorbox.org/support-hurricane-ian-relief-efforts


Fund Development and Advocacy Department. With the new
promotion, she will also oversee the Marketing and
Communications Department. 

Carolyn has worked for Goodwill Industries of Southwest
Florida for 25 years. She oversees a department that serves
on average over 25,000 individuals each year. Program
services include housing for people with physical disabilities
and low-income seniors, employment training, upskilling, and
job placement through its eight Community Resource Centers
(CRC) and Mobile CRC, disability and navigation services
through Pathways to Opportunity and Pathways to Work
programs, and small business development through its
MicroEnterprise program. Carolyn Johnson,

Goodwill SWFL
Cheif Mission & Development

Officer

Brad Ellena
Goodwill SWFL Director of Contract Services

Brad Ellena has been promoted to Director
of Contract Services. Brad has been with
Goodwill SWFL for 28 years. Over the past
15-plus years in Contract Services, he has
grown the department with service to both
internal and external customers.

"It’s with great pleasure that I have the
honor to announce Brad Ellena’s
promotion," states Jody Jacoby,
Goodwill Industries of SWFL Sr. Director of
Facilities. "Thank you for your hard work
and dedication, Brad!!"  

Most Outstanding Grant Writing Professional

Brenda Perino was voted "2023 Most Outstanding Grant
Writing Professional," by the Community Foundation.

With very little experience, Brenda Perino taught herself how
to write grants. She studied the very best grant writers in the
nonprofit sector and ended up finding her own success. When
Goodwill Industries went looking for a grant writer to hire, they
hired Brenda to increase their grant revenue stream.

She raises $1 million per year using a system she created to
manage the "grants process" and raise more money.

Brenda is this year's most outstanding grant professional of
the year recognized by the Community Foundation. Brenda
Perino will be honored during a special ceremony at the
Nonprofit State of the Union & Grant Seekers Meeting on
August 24th

Brenda Perino,
Goodwill SWFL Grant Writer

Recognizing Long-Term Employees

We recognize employees who have worked for
Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida for 10,
15, and over 20 years with a special "Notable
Anniversary Luncheon." This is a new initiative
started in 2023. There will be two luncheons each
year, one in the summer to celebrate those hired



in the first half of the year and one in the winter to
celebrate those hired in the second half. 

2023 Notable Employee Anniversaries - Part 1

Susanne Hankins, 45 years, RETAIL PROCESSOR

Mark Hankins 38 years, MATERIAL HANDLER I

Charissa Comerota, 29 years, GRAPHIC ARTIST/WEBMASTER

Jared Moore, 21 years, RETAIL PROCESSOR

Irene Aceves-Sanchez, 20 years, PROCESSOR

Sandra Hernandez, 15 years, RETAIL MANAGER

Lonnie Chronister, 10 years, DONATION DOOR LEAD

Sharalyn Clark, 10 years, NEIGHBORHOOD RESOURCE SPECIALIST

Evelyn Potter, 10 years, RETAIL SALES ASSOCIATE

Sandra Plazas, 10 years, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Douglas Stewart, 10 years, CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

LaAquarius Curry, 10 years, RETAIL SHIFT SUPERVISOR

Elvin Flores, 10 years, DONATION DOOR LEAD

Sean Govenor, 10 years, RETAIL PROCESSOR

Carl Campbell, 10 years, TRAINING STORE MANAGER

Joshua Peller, 10 years, RETAIL SHIFT SUPERVISOR

 
Retail News

July Anniversary Sale
40% off donated at 3 stores!

Take 40% off all donated on Saturday, July 22nd at Page Field, Clewiston & LaBelle Goodwill stores.



Goodwill Back-to-School Event
July 21, 22 & 23

11 Goodwill stores in Southwest Florida are participating:
(Lee County) Bonita Springs, Challenger, Lehigh Acres, Island Park, Pine Island Rd. in Cape

Coral. (Charlotte County) Kings Highway (Collier County) Towne Centre, Naples Park,
Immokalee. (Hendry County) LaBelle & Clewiston.





Job Fairs
 

Goodwill and Lee County Library
Host Lehigh Job Fair

We have partnered with the Lee County Library System to host a Job Fair on Aug. 9 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the East County Regional Library at 881 Gunnery Road in Lehigh Acres.

Jobseekers will get the opportunity to meet with high-quality employers who are ready to hire.
Some of the companies attending are Amazon, Arthrex, Blue Stream Fiber, CASL, Coca-Cola,
Florida Department of Corrections, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, Goodwill, Lee County
Government and School District, the Lee County Library System, Lee Health, Lee Tran, Platinum
Logistics, Publix, Radiology Regional, Taco Bell and Valvoline.

This event is free and open to the general public. Attendees also have the opportunity to register
for an Employability Workshop one week before the Job Fair, at the Lehigh Goodwill Community
Resource Center (CRC), on Wednesday, Aug. 2, from 10 a.m. to noon. The Lehigh CRC is at
2825 Lee Blvd., Lehigh Acres.



Classes
Individuals who are thinking about starting their own business and have not developed a plan to
guide their start-up or strengthen an existing business, can attend Goodwill’s SWFL
MicroEnterprise Institute, scheduled for July 31 until Sept. 7.

The MicroEnterprise Institute is a six-week training program to help emerging entrepreneurs start
new ventures and grow small businesses. Graduates will complete a feasibility plan and
management training course, working with mentors who are successful businesspeople, and hear
from subject matter experts in areas of accounting, legal marketing, insurance and funding.

Classes will be held on Monday and Thursday evenings from 6-9 p.m. at the Public Works
Building, 815 Nicholas Parkway, East, Cape Coral. To apply, please visit
www.goodwillswfl.org/microenterprise, or call (239) 995-2106, extension 2215.
For additional information, email April Williams@Goodwillswfl.org.

http://www.goodwillswfl.org/microenterprise
mailto:Williams@Goodwillswfl.org
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Stay Connected

Don't forget to leave a review on Facebook or Google if you've visited
one of our locations recently. 

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. Has recieved a Platinum rating by GuideStar Charity Navigatior

mailto:info@goodwillswfl.org
http://www.goodwillswfl.org


https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141. Our charitable contributions/solicitation registration # is
CH1930. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE
OF FL. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE
STATE. PLEASE VISIT www.800helpfla.com FOR OFFICIAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION.

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida | 5100 Tice Street, Fort Myers, FL 33905
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